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ACTION NEA-09 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SAB-01 AID-05 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-03 

H-02 INR-07 L-02 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 

SS-15 USIA-06 EB-07 COME-OO TRSE-00 /067 W 

087385 

R 171115Z MAR 75 
FM AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7535 

CONFIDENTIAL NEW DELHI 3655 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ESTC, IN 

SUBJECT: CAN LOCKHEED SELL P-3S TO INDIA? 

1. LOCKHEED’S VICE-PRESIDENT FOR SALES, (PETER MINGRONE), 

WHO IS WAITING IN NEW DELHI FOR THE FINAL DECISION BY INDIAN 
AIRLINES ABOUT WIDE-BODIES AIRPLANES, TOLD US LAST WEEK THAT 
HIS WASHINGTON OFFICE HAD TOLD HIM THAT THE USG WOULD WELCOME 
LOCKHEED TRYING TO SELL P-3S AND C-130S TO INDIA. (MINGRONE 

DID NOT KNOW WHO IN THE USG LOCKHEED HAD TALKED TO). 

2. MINGRONE THEN ARRANGED AN APPOINTMENT WITH ADMIRAL KOHLI, 
CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE INDIAN NAVY TO FIND OUT IF INDIA WAS 

STILL INTERESTED IN P-3S. MINGRONE REPORTS THAT KOHLI ASKED 
THAT MINGRONE PUT AN OFFER IN WRITING. KOHLI SAID THAT WHILE 
MILITARY PURCHASES FROM THE UNITED STATES WOULD NOT BE 
POSSIBLE UNTIL THE DUST HAD SETTLED FROM THE LIFTING OF THE 
ARMS EMBARGO, A LITTLE LATER ON PURCHASES OF P-3S MIGHT BE 
POSSIBLE, ESPECIALLY IF ATTRACTIVE CREDIT TERMS COULD BE 
OFFERED. MINGRONE PLANS TO DO NOTHER MORE FOR NOW. 

3. EARLIER LAST WEEK, MINGRONE HAD BEEN APPROACHED BY WHAT HE 
IDENTIFIES AS A SENIOR INDIAN AIR FORCE OFFICER WITH AN 
INQUIRY ABOUT BUYING SOPHISTICATED ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE 
EQUIPMENT. MINGRONE OFFERED TO FIND OUT, BUT ALMOST IMMEDIATELY, 
THE OFFICER ASKED HIM TO FORGET THE WHOLE THING SINCE THERE 
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IS A DIRECTIVE PROHIBITING PURCHASE OF MILITARY EQUIPMENT 
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FROM THE US. THE EXISTENCE OF SUCH A DIRECTIVE IS CONSISTENT 
WITH KOHLI'S POSITION, AND WITH OTHER INFORMATION WE HAVE 
RECEIVED. SAXBE 
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